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printed folk-books, which cost only a few pence at the bookstalls, and were in great demand among the children.
Religious instruction seems to have been limited in his earlier years to the reading of the Bible, and we may assume it was his mother who guided his study of the sacred book. The circumstance that he grew up in a sincerely religious family, where the Bible was the mother's favourite book, seems to the more profound student to have been foreordained, like everything else in Goethe's life, for the special purpose of preparing his mind for the highest development. For what could all the literature that fell into the boy's hands signify when compared with the Bible, to which, he himself says, he owed almost all his moral education, and which occupied his imagination unceasingly and turned his mind to every field of thought. The Bible appealed to him under the most widely differing forms, and as book of law, as epic, as idyll, as hymn, or as love song, awoke in him a response to every chord. With his peculiar enthusiasm he delved into the unfathomable book and made its stories, teachings, symbols, and language his own forever. He was especially fond of losing himself in the naivet6 and grandeur of the Pentateuch. Amid those Oriental scenes, peopled with a simple shepherd folk, his restless, roving spirit found peace and happiness. Thus the boy was drawn to nature and simplicity by the Bible, long before Rousseau and Winckelmann had influenced his intellectual life.
Love of the Old Testament was his motive for studying Hebrew: his teacher was Rector Albrecht, of the Gymnasium, a clever, sarcastic little man. The more careful reading of the Old Testament in the original language confirmed him in many a doubt concerning the divine authorship of the Bible, but this scepticism detracted in no wise from his love of its epical and ethical character. On the other hand, he was little impressed by the purely dogmatic teachings of the dry old formulas which he had to learn as a preparation for confirmation. In fact, the result was alienation from the Church rather than attraction to it. And yet